
UTILITY INTERCONECTION
Once we reach an agreement with our 
landowners, we initiate the process to 
connect to the electrical grid.  This process 
requires the local utility to conduct extensive 
studies using inputs and engineering 
drawings provided by Sonder Energy. 

LAND STUDIES
Sonder works hard to ensure that the solar 
project is engineered with the landowner, 
their neighbors and the environment in mind.  
To assist, we conduct several land studies to 
ensure the project won't have a negative 
impact on nearby wetlands, cultural resources 
and threatened and endangered species.  

PERMITTING
Work with the community to design and 
permit the project.  One that the community 
can be proud of.

GRID ANALYSIS
Sonder begins the development process by 
identifying power infrastructure that is 
well-suited for a solar project.  This in-depth 
analysis of the transmission system ensures 
that we are only talking to landowners that are 
located in an ideal location for a solar project.

LAND IDENTIFICATION
Once we have analyzed the power company's 
transmission system we begin working with 
select landowners to lease or purchase land.  
Not all land is suitable for a solar project and 
extensive screening is conducted prior to 
contacting landowners.  Landowners are key to 
the project, and Sonder is committed to working 
hand-in-hand with landowners every step of the 
way.is committed to working hand-in-hand with 
landowners every step of the way.

CONSTRUCTION
Once both the local permitting is complete 
and the utility interconnection process is 
complete, construction may begin on the solar 
facility.  Construction typically takes 9-18 
months depending on the size of the facility.  

OPERATIONS
After construction is complete, the solar 
facility enters operations, where it will quietly 
generate clean, renewable energy for 30-40+ 
years.  During the operating period, 
maintenance technicians will visit the facility a 
couple times per month, but otherwise there 
will be almost no traffic or noise associated 
with the facility.

DECOMMISIONING
Once the facility is taken out of service and no 
longer generating power, it is 
decommissioned.  All of the components will 
be removed and the land will be returned to 
the condition it was in prior to construction, 
allowing the land to be farmed once again if 
desired.  The components removed will be 
re-used, recycled, or safely disposed 
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